ENGL 313 – Issues in West Indian Discourse

Essay #2: ““Weeds” by Helen Klonaris 

and “In the Gully” by Kwame Dawes

 

 

 

1.      In conveying the violent crime at the centre of his short story, “In the Gully,” Kwame Dawes uses compressed reporting regarding the commission of the gruesome act. In mapping the plot, identify two other techniques the author uses to amplify the effect of the narrative and illuminate the themes of violence and injustice.

 

2.      The experience of reading relies greatly on the reader’s own empathy to harness the power of pathos, which is key to the art of storytelling. In Helen Klonaris’ “Weeds”, examine the literary and narrative techniques used by the author. Assess whether these techniques are successful in engendering empathy with and acceptance of the gay protagonist in this narrative.

3.      “A common thread of violence connects Dawes and Klonaris’ short stories.” Within the frame of trauma discourse/theory, discuss the different kinds of violence in these works, the conflicts within which these violent acts occur, and whether appropriate resolutions are achieved.

4.      Within the broad matrix of identity, discuss how two of the works in this segment address the theme of marginalization (racial, ethnic, economic, sexual) and its consequences. Explain how the protagonists of your chosen texts succumb to or transcend the deleterious effects of such marginalization.